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Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Jorden Schiff 

This is a favorite time of year for many people for 
many reasons. The sound of music filled our 
schools with orchestra, band and choir concerts 
during April and May. The district enjoyed an art 
festival at the municipal complex for grades K-12 
in April and the high school will host their Spring 
Arts Festival in June.   
 
The construction projects approved by 
referendum in March are on schedule to be 
completed during the summer. Bids were 
accepted at recent board meetings and 
construction will begin in June for both the middle 
school paving project and the high school turf field 
replacement. 
 
It is always a pleasure to recognize our retirees at 
the first Board of Education meeting in June. This 

year the recognition will take place this evening, 
June 13 at 7:30 p.m., at Auten Road 
Intermediate School. Amazingly, we will be 
honoring 22 retirees who will have taught over 
450 combined years in Hillsborough! This is an 
outstanding expression of dedication, 
commitment and loyalty to the children and 
community of Hillsborough. On behalf of the 
Board of Education, I wish each retiree health 
and happiness in their next journey.   
Finally, with the end of the school year on the 
horizon, I wish all teachers, parents and students 
a relaxing, enjoyable summer. The first day of 
school for next year is Tuesday, September 6! 

Assistant Superintendent’s Message—Dr. Lisa M. Antunes 

The most wonderful time of the year for you and 
your family may be the holidays, it may be the 
beginning of the school year, or it may be the end 
of the school year and the long, lazy days of 
summer.  Engaging in summer activities that 
reinforce skills and concepts learned throughout 
the year may be beneficial for your child and fun 
for the entire family!  Here are just a few 
suggestions: 
 
 Keep a weather chart including temperature 

and observations 
 Create mathematics problems out of real 

life situations; especially problems concerning 
money, time, distance, shopping, budgeting, 
and predicting 

 Choose a word-of-the-day and encourage 
your child to research it and look for it in his/
her reading 

 Start or expand a collection of feathers, 
flowers, rocks, shells, or anything else your 
child finds interesting and discuss how to 
organize and classify them 

 Read, Read, Read to a younger child, a pet, 
or even a stuffed animal 

 Discover new and exciting places— 
anything that is different from what is 
typically seen at home 

 Plan family menus and assist in 
preparation of dinner by shopping for 
groceries while remaining within a budget 

 Plan mini-vacations or day trips by 
collecting travel folders, marking highway 
routes on a map, locating the destination 
utilizing a map app, estimate daily mileage 
and costs 

 Reflect on each event and write about it in 
a journal or notebook 

 
However your family chooses to spend the 
summer, be sure to make it healthy, meaningful, 
and fun!  The memories created today will be 
with you long after this summer comes to a 
close. 
 



History Comes Alive at Amsterdam 
School 
On May 5th and 6th, history came alive 
at Amsterdam School! The much 
anticipated Third Grade Seventh 
Annual Living Wax Museum took place.  
 
Prior to this event, each 3rd grade 
student chose a famous person who 
made an impact on today’s society. The 
student choices consisted of athletes, 
scientists, thinkers, peacemakers, 
presidents, entertainers, authors, 
politicians, entrepreneurs and many 
more. Once a student made his/her 
choice and was approved by the 
classroom teacher, he/she began the 
research. The student’s goal was to 
gather enough information to become 
that “face in history”! They used many 
sources to gain their information 
including Fun Facts and World Book 
Encyclopedia Onl ine.  Students 
prepared for the opening of the 
museum by making posters, preparing 
a costume and writing a short 

biography about the person. 
Students created a timeline of their 
person using Google Drawing Apps. 
Each child prepared a short speech 
which highlighted events from the 
historical figure’s life.   
 
The opening of the museum was 
met with great excitement from 
students, parents and community 
members. It was designed to be 
informative and interactive. As 
visitors entered the museum, they 
were greeted by the museum 
curators (3rd grade teachers) and 
silence. The students, dressed as 
their icons, lined the walls of 
Amsterdam School. Posters hung on 
the wall to identify their exhibit and 
provide information for the visitors. 
As the visitors approached each 
exhibit they touched a button and 
the character came alive. The 
historical figure treated the guest to 
a short summary of their life’s 

greatest achievements. The 
students as well as all who 
attended the event walked away 
with new knowledge and a 
keener insight into the figures 
that have shaped out society and 
culture. 
 
The museum is closed now but 
we can’t wait for the reopening in 
May 2017! Hope you will visit us 
then! 
 
 

Amsterdam Elementary School—Dr. Mary Ann Mullady, Principal 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein, Principal 

alphabet books about HES. When the books 
are completed, they will be added to the 
library's collection so that future students can 
check them out. A digital copy will be created 
as well so that students can share their work 
with their families. 
 
On May 6, in honor of Young Author's Day, 
HES welcomed visiting author Suzy Kline. 
Mrs. Keri Krawski worked closely with parent 
volunteer, Mr. Brett Cooper, and staff 
members Ms. Jessica Fox, Mrs. Kirsten 
Goodwin, and Mrs. Sarina Rutz to make this 
year's assembly, book signing, and gym 
activity an exciting one for students and staff. 
Through the generosity of parents and the 
HSA, enough book copies were ordered so 
that one lucky student from each class could 
receive a signed copy. In preparation for the 
visit, Mrs. Krawski created a school-wide 
interactive bulletin board. Using Suzy Kline's 
text Horrible Harry and the Ant Invasion, some 
of her words were swapped out with the 
creative words of our students, hence creating 
a Mad Lib. Every class in the school received 
a sentence strip with a part of speech on it. 
Together as a class they brainstormed ideas 
and voted on one word to submit. Those 
words then replaced one from the text. 
Children could see Suzy Kline's word, by 
lifting up the replaced word. All classes voted 
for a new animal to replace "ant" in the title. 
The new title became Horrible Harry and the 
Otter Invasion. After the bulletin board went 
up, the story was shared with classes. 
Children were encouraged to read the 
passage, draw the visualization that came to 
mind, and submit them to be displayed 
proudly for our author to see. The author was 
very impressed with the display. Young 
Author's Day was definitely a successful and 
exciting day for all! 
 
The kindergarteners in Ms. Diana Visicaro’s 
class had their introduction to the wonderful 
world of insects this week with the cutest of all 
insects, the ladybug. The students learned 
some very interesting facts about ladybugs 
and created ladybugs that spin around to 
show the lifecycle. They also created 
symmetrical ladybugs. The children painted 
the spots so that they would be symmetrical 
on both sides. Students also constructed their 
very own insects.  
 
 

Our HES Stars have spent the last school year 
learning so many new things and putting them to 
good use. Here are a few highlights from the end 
of the year, some of them from our staff and some 
written by guest reporters, our students!  Enjoy! 
 
In Ms. Joella Sperber’s 1st grade class, with the 
help of Ms. Dawn Zomorrodian (computer 
resource teacher), students created a special 
message for their mothers for Mother’s Day. After 
practicing their keyboard skills and learning how to 
change color and font on their Chromebooks, 
students next turned to Movienote to record their 
loving words, which were sent home for their 
parents to treasure. It went so well in May that the 
class is doing it again for Father’s Day! 
 
The 2nd grade students in Ms. Debbie Sernas’ 
class explored biographies of famous people such 
as Jackie Robinson, Jane Goodall, George 
Washington, Wilma Rudolph and many others. 
They studied their lives, their struggles and their 
accomplishments. Using the websites World Book 
Online and Ducksters, as well as the school's 
library resources, the students compiled 
information onto posters and presented to their 
peers. The experiences gained by studying the 
contributions of famous individuals is not only 
inspirational but also a motivational tool for 
instruction. 
 

In the library, Ms. Jessica Fox, media specialist, 
has been keeping the students busy learning 
about many topics. To prepare for our Young 
Author's Day, students read books by visiting 
author Suzy Kline and even learned to illustrate 
her most famous character, Horrible Harry. 
Students learned that May is National Inventors 
Month and had fun learning about the origins of 
objects that they use in their day-to-day lives. To 
get even more excited for Field Day, students 
discussed famous athletes. While students were 
impressed by their achievements in sports, they 
also recognized the value of perseverance and 
sportsmanship. The 4th graders of HES are truly 
"stars" within the school. Mrs. Fox had them 
reflect on their years of experience by creating 

N.E.D. Character Assembly 
By Alexa Gibson 
On May 2, HES had a character education 
assembly: The N.E.D. Show. The N.E.D. 
Show was a fun and silly way to learn 
good character. N.E.D is an acronym for 
Never Give Up, Encourage Others, and 
Do Your Best. It was a good way to learn 
how to get better at things and be a 
champion. 
 
Jessica, the host, told a story about Ned, a 
boy to whom children can relate. In the 
morning, Ned woke up and didn’t want to 
do what he was supposed to do. That got 
him into trouble. He apologized and came 
here to HES. Jessica did many amazing 
yo-yo and magic tricks to go with the story. 
She also included humor, storytelling, and 
audience participation to make students 
laugh and be entertained. The show 
inspired students to be champions. 
 
At the end of the show, Jessica talked 
about the Pay-It-Forward sale. Students 
could get parent permission to buy a 
special N.E.D. yo-yo. Each student who 
wanted a yo-yo got to pick one of the three 
yo-yos used in the show. All the money 
used to pay for the yo-yos goes to Jessica 
to spend on going to other places and 
schools to present The N.E.D. Show. The 
students have five days to buy yo-yos. 
 
At the end of the show, Jessica walked 
through the audience  and asked them 
questions about the show. Palak S. 
answered the questions the best so she 
got a gigantic balloon hat and a yo-yo. “I 
was surprised that I won, yet felt proud 
and happy,” she said. 
 
The N.E.D. Show was a fun, inspiring, and 
motivational way to teach and learn. 
Students and staff had fun watching and 
listening. 
 
3rd Grade Book Report 
By Alexa Gibson 
On April 11, the 3rd grade teachers 
introduced the 3rd grade biography project 
to the students. The students read a 
biography and used a cereal box as a 
frame for  information about the person 
they chose. There were eight days to pick 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Sunnymead Elementary School—Dr. Tammy Jenkins, Principal 

parents were 
invited to this 
event where 
we celebrated 
the successful 
hatching of 
our chicks. 
During Chick 
Day ,  the 
students sang 
the songs “Los 
Pollitos Dicen 
Pio Pio Pio”  

and  “Mi Pollito Amarillito”. They 
also performed the Chicken Dance.  
 
Next, the students completed a 
chicken craft and then they had an 

Chick Day 2016 
On April 7, 2016, the kindergarten 
students at Sunnymead Elementary 
School participated in our 4th Annual 
“Chick Day.” All of the kindergarten 

opportunity to interact with the 
chicks.  Students were also able to 
hold the chicks and pose for 
pictures.  
 
It is really such a great culmination 
to our Chick Hatching unit. Chick 
Day would not be possible without 
the help of our Spanish teacher, 
Señora Lewis. She began 
teaching the students the words to 
the songs in February so that they 
were ready for the big day in April.   
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Triangle Elementary School—Ms. Barbara Golden, Acting Principal 

Can you believe another year is almost over at 
Triangle School!?! The past couple of months 
have been full of exciting events and 
opportunities for our students to learn and 
explore. Triangle students have been busy with 
class trips, Special Education Awareness Day, 
Fun Day, Young Author’s Day, Multicultural 
Day, Regions Projects, special projects, 
assemblies and more. Wow!  

 
Triangle would like to thank our HSA for all their 
hard work this year and the wonderful 
opportunities they provide for our school and 
students. This year, we would like to give a 
special thanks to the HSA for providing the 
special transportation for our 4th graders to get 
to the Philadelphia Zoo after studying animal 
ecosystems, habitats and adaptations in the life 
sciences unit. Students were also treated to a 
visit from the raptor trust and we had live birds 
of prey flying around the fields outside Triangle!  

 
We ended 
the month of 
April with 
lessons on 
recycling and 
t h e 
environment 
with Earth 

Day celebrations. On Earth Day, our 4th grade 
students and teachers demonstrated the value 
of maintaining our environment by cleaning up 
the outside of Triangle School. 
 

On May 17, Triangle School participated 
in a school-wide event honoring Special 
Education Awareness Month. Students 
from the middle school were invited to 
have fun with our special education 
students while our own special 
education teachers shared valuable 
activities and projects with the rest of 
the school. On May 31, we celebrated 
Multicultural Day with a wonderful 
performer, Ssuuna, who came to 
perform East African music dance and 
storytelling for all students. The front 
office also broadcasted daily riddles to 
challenge students to locate where 
Stripes, our mascot, might be in the 
world. Students were also encouraged 
to bring in artifacts and posters sharing 
their own personal cultural traditions. 
 
Students jumped for heart health during 
our annual Jump Rope for Heart, raising 
funds  for children with heart health 
issues. Our students jumped all 
afternoon!    
 
Third grade students have been working 
tirelessly on their biography unit which 
came to a conclusion with the living Wax 
Museum event. Parents had an 
opportunity to participate in the wax 
museum and learn about their child’s 
historical person.  In other areas, 3rd 
and 4th grade students competed for 
the golden keyboard award by 

improving their keyboarding skills in speed 
and accuracy. 
 
Triangle students celebrated writing with 
our special Young Author’s Day guest, 
Lisa Funari-Willever. The author shared 
her personal stories and books with our 
students and staff and a few talented 
young writers even got to have lunch with 
her! It was an amazing day! 
 
Lastly, we held our first FUN RUN 
fundraiser with the theme of Big World 
Recess. Thanks again to the HSA for 
organizing the event and to all the families 
who made pledges to help finance new 
items for our library/media center. Triangle 
School…..it’s GRRRREAT!!! 



Even though the calendar shows that 
there are not too many days left in the 
school year, there are still many 
exciting things happening at Woodfern 
School. Accomplished author, Laurence 
Pringle, from West Nyack, NY, visited 
Woodfern School on Friday, May 20.  
Primarily a non-fiction writer, he spent 
the day visiting classes to check out 
their beautiful non-fiction “All About” 
writing pieces and rain forest books. He 
a l s o  g a v e  t w o  i n f o r m a t i v e 
presentations, chronicling a number of 

his 115 books and sharing his 
challenges and successes as an 
author. Mr. Pringle focused on the 
importance of using current 
research and revision in the writing 
process.  Winners of a school-wide 
contest were treated to a Q and A 
session with Mr. Pringle on the 
auditorium stage, which had been 
transformed into an aquatic scene 
by the Woodfern Young Author’s 
Day committee. It was a fun and 
informative day for all! 
 
Our 2nd grade classrooms were 
transformed into jungles for Rain 
Forest Day. Students have spent 
considerable time researching 
different animals living in the rain 
forest. Students studied these 
animal’s physical characteristics, 
diets, etc. and became 
experts on their 
animals. Students then 
wrote and illustrated 
nonfiction texts on their 
chosen animals. The 
culminating activity was 
a formal presentation 
of their work to parents 
and fellow students! 
 
In 3rd grade REACH 
class, several students 
created new products 
that they hoped could 
become the latest and 
g r e a t e s t  n e w 
fads. Ideas included 
some simple games, 
interactive toys, and 
n e w  i d e a s  i n 
fashion. Students 

presented their ideas to their 
3rd grade classmates who, in 
t u rn ,  gave  t he  young 
entrepreneurs feedback about 
their products by completing 
online survey forms. Students 
in REACH class then carefully 
analyzed the data and made 
some final recommendations 
about their products and how 
these could be marketed to the 
general public! All students 
learned a lot about the 
engineering design process… 
asking, imagining, planning, 
creating, and improving! 
      
 

Woodfern Elementary School—Mr. Steven Kerrigan, Principal 
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Woods Road School—Ms. Jodi Howe, Principal 

Every year, Hillsborough Township School 
Public Schools celebrate Multicultural 
Week. This year it was celebrated the 
week of May 31st.  Woods Road 
Elementary School celebrated with a 
number of activities, not only for the 
students, but for the staff as well. 

 
Woods Road Elementary School kicked 
off Multicultural Week early with a potluck 
luncheon for the staff. Mrs. Stoff helped to 
organize a “Cinco de Mayo” themed 
luncheon where all staff members 
contributed. This was a nice way for the 
staff to immerse themselves in Mexican 
culture through music and of course, food. 
 
The Spanish teacher, Señora Miller, and 
ESL teacher, Mrs. Shannon teamed up to 
celebrate Multicultural Week with an 
Olympic theme. Students were able to get 
a sense of this as they enter the 
decorated cafeteria, filled with flags from 
around the world. Señora Miller and Mrs. 
Shannon also selected a few students to 
help with the morning announcements. 
During the announcements, a different 
student each day shared information 
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about the Olympics, their country of 
origin, and even a phrase or two in 
their language. 
 
They also participated in a school-wide 
Olympics activity. The classroom 
teachers  brought their classes to the 
activity, which was held in the hallway, 
and they were able to use their tablets 
to scan QR codes to find out even 
more about the Olympics! 
 
Originally, Field Day at Woods Road 
School was scheduled for the last day 
of Multicultural Week, but the rain did 
not hold off. We were able to have 
Field Day on Monday, June 6, 2016. 
What is better than discussing 
competitive events all week? Actually 
participating in them! We had a 
fabulous Multicultural Week! Rio 2016! 
In addition to Multicultural Week, 
Woods Road students and staff 
enjoyed plenty of special events during 
the month of June including Fourth 
Grade Day, End of the Year Awards 
Assembly, as well as a special 
“Wildcat Memories” end of the year 
DVD presentation, created by Mrs. 
Margaret Rothblatt.  Thank you, Mrs. 
Rothblatt for making this a wonderful 
school tradition. 
 

On June 14, the school will celebrate 
Flag Day with our annual ceremony. 
The celebration will conclude with a 
Character Education Program 
assembly focusing on the last pillar, 
citizenship.  
 
Finally, I would like to extend my best 
wishes to all of the school’s 
graduating fourth grade students who 
are now moving up to Auten Road 
Intermediate School. Good luck!  
Please continue to make us proud, 
and always remember, “Show 
character each day, it’s the Wildcat 
way!” 

 
 
 



Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal 

of Superintendent Dr. Schiff’s monthly 
focus titled: Spotlight on Students. 
Attendees of the board meeting were 
treated to presentations by a few of the 
Coding Club members:  Bhavya Patel, 
Akhila Gulapalyam, Marcus Coyle, 
Katina Coyle, and Michael Dudek. 
Congratulations to all of the students 
who participated in the Coding Club this 
year and a very special thank you goes 
out to ARIS Coding Club advisor, Ms. 
Tuller, for creating such wonderful 
learning experience for her students 
and for organizing the presentation for 
the Board of Education.     
 
Battle of the Books  
On April 21, Auten Road Intermediate 
School’s Battle of the Books Club 
completed i ts  f ina l  round of 
competitions for the season. The 
advisors for Battle of the Books were 
Ms. Beth Raff and Ms. Pat Sellar, two 
5th grade teachers at ARIS. The club 
was comprised of 28 fifth and sixth 
grade students who then formed five 
teams. The advisors selected a total of 
nine novels which covered genres such 
as fantasy, realistic fiction, historical 
fiction, mystery, and adventure. Each 
member of each team was responsible 
for becoming an “expert” in at least two 
of the nine novels. In the weeks leading 
up to the competition, students 
prepared for “battle” by discussing their 
readings, learning about the authors, 
viewing videos from authors’ websites, 
and answering practice questions. The 
competitions consisted of 10 rounds of 
questions which were leveled as easy, 
medium, hard, and challenging. All of 
the teams worked extremely hard and 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y .  
Congratulations to all of the teams in 
this year’s Battle of the Books Club!  
 
 
 

Watershed Presentations  
During the week of March 28, 5th grade 
students were treated to a science 
presentation by an environmental 
ambassador from the Stony-Brook 
Millstone Watershed, who helped our 
students explore the question, “What 
exactly is a watershed?” The students 
participated in an interactive demonstration 
to learn about the effects of various point 
source and non-point source pollutants 
that affect our waterways. To simulate 
common pollutants, students poured and 
sprinkled oils, sauces, spices and sprinkles 
onto a demonstration table to represent 
fertilizer, oil spills, animal waste, 
pesticides, road salts, soil, and litter. The 
ambassador then simulated rain by 
pouring water over these mock-pollutants, 
and students witnessed how they 
combined within the water source. The 
demonstration helped students understand 
that a watershed is an area of land that 
drains into a particular body of water, such 
as a stream, river, pond or lake and that all 
pollutants on land eventually end up in our 
water ways. 
 
As a local link, students learned that the 
Millstone River flows to the Raritan River, 
which empties into the Raritan Bay near 
Sandy Hook. The Stony-Brook Millstone 
spans across 26 towns across five 
counties. The students were amazed to 
see how all areas of the community 
contribute to water pollution. They 
strategized and discussed ways to 
eliminate water pollution in our community. 
After the presentation the students were 
inspired to clean up, starting right here at 
Auten Road!  Visit http://thewatershed.org/ 
to learn more about how you and your 
children can participate in local clean-ups! 
 
Spotlight on Students  
On Monday, April 25 the ARIS Coding 
Club gave a presentation to the 
Hillsborough Board of Education as a part 

Raptor Trust  
On May 5, 6, and 10 fifth graders were 
visited by two unusual guests, special 
owls named Winky and Sylvie. The 
Raptor Trust, a nonprofit organization 
located in Millington, NJ that is 
dedicated to taking care of and 
educating about wild birds, showed 
the children many different types of 
birds, as well as shared important 
facts, such as how most injured birds 
are hurt by automobiles. Students also 
learned that the Raptor Trust 
rehabilitation center houses an animal 
hospital specifically for owls, hawks, 
and other types of wild birds, and that 
if they ever happen to come across 
one, they are encouraged to bring it in. 
To find more information about The 
Raptor Trust, including upcoming 
events visit http://theraptortrust.org/. A 
big “thank you” goes out to Auten 
Road’s Home and School Association 
for providing this program to our 
students this year! 

 
5th Grade Celebrates Colonial Day!  
On Friday, May 20, 5th graders were 
sent back in time to experience life of 
the Colonists during our annual 
Colonial Day! Following a welcome 
assembly, students began rotating 
through four different stations taught 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Hillsborough Middle School—Dr. Joseph Trybulski, Principal 

Hillsborough Happenings 

HMS Math Team  
Congratulations to the HMS Math Team 
along with advisor, Mrs. Torre, for their 
recent awards and recognitions 
competing in a national math competition 
sponsored by Noetic Learning. 
 

Advanced Art Club 
Work of the HMS Advanced Art Club 
under the direction of Mrs. Umar was on 
display in the main office during the 
month of May as part of the HMS Spring 
Arts Festival. 
 
Student Leadership Corps Visits ARIS 
HMS Student Leadership Corps along 
with co-advisors Mr. Daneshpour and 
Mrs. Mahler visited 6th grade students at 
Auten Road School to share lessons on 
drug and alcohol prevention including 

tips for healthy stress management and 
building positive relationships. 
 
HMS Softball Team — County Champs 
Congratulations to the HMS Softball 
Team for their win over William Annin 
Middle School in the final game of the 
season to become the 2016 Central 
Jersey Jr. Softball League Champions.  
The Jr. Raider team, under the direction 
of coach Rich Rosenblum, completed 
their championship season with an 
undefeated record of 17-0.  
 
HMS Musicians & Choir Perform 
National Anthem 
Somerset Patriot, Sparkee, and Slider 
warmed up with members of the HMS 
Choir, Orchestra & Band as they took to 
the field at Somerset Patriots’ Ballpark 
on May 5 to perform the National Anthem 
at the start of the game. 

 
HMS Volleyball Charity Night 
The annual HMS Volleyball Charity 
Night brought together students 
(current and former) along with 
HMS faculty for friendly competition 
in the battle to raise funds to 
support our US Veterans and the 
Wounded Warrior Project! Our 
thanks to all who participated and 
gave generously with special 
app rec ia t i on  to  Town sh ip 
Committeeman Greg Burchette, the 
Hillsborough Education Association 
(event sponsors) along with 
Somerset County's Teacher of the 
Year Kristine Shurina, HMS 
teacher and event coordinator Mr. 
Pete Passe, and Ms. Hilda 
Williams, HMS literacy teacher and 
veteran of the U.S. Air Force. 
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Although the year is coming to a close, 
there are so many wonderful things still 
going on at HHS! 

 
M r .  J a m e s 
M c F a r l a n d , 
H e a l t h  & 
P h y s i c a l 
E d u c a t i o n 
Teacher and 
S t r e n g t h  & 

Conditioning Coach, participated in a 
collaborative day with the Yale University 
Strength & Conditioning Coordinators, 
sharing best practices and discussing 
program growth and development. Both 
programs will benefit from this experience 
as innovations and approaches used in 
each have applications in their counterparts 
for the future. 

 
T h e 
Hi l lsbo rough 
High School 
yearbook staff 
h a s  b e e n 
recognized by 
B a l f o u r 

Yearbooks for capturing the moments of the 
year in words and pictures. The 2015 
Ramrod is featured in the BEST of 2015 
category in the 2016 Yearbook Yearbook, 
an annual collection of superior student 
work. To be selected for this honor, a 
yearbook must excel in all of the following 
areas: cover design, theme development, 
layout design, photo content and secondary 
packages (student coverage). Balfour 
honors fewer than one percent of yearbook 
staffs with this distinction. Congratulations 
to Mrs. Diane Bavier, English teacher and 
yearbook advisor, and her staff for this 
award of distinction! 
 
Congratulations to senior Jonathan Kim, 
who has been awarded the Platinum Level 
Graduating Seniors award by the Program 
Development Committee of U.S. Figure 
Skating. This program recognizes students 
for their academic accomplishments as they 
also work long hours on their sport, striving 
to find the right balance that enables them 

to succeed in both. The Platinum Award is 
the highest of the four levels given.  
Jonathan is one of only 600 students given 
these awards nationwide. 
 
Four HHS students have been selected to 
participate in the 2016 Urban Teacher 
Academy at The College of New Jersey 
this summer. Juniors Erika Arendas, Kelly 
Boccippio, Shanna Gryder, and Sarah 
Spence will be part of a program that 
educates and trains about the unique 
needs of teaching in an urban environment 
and focuses on aspiring teachers who 
seek to work in schools with high poverty 
rates, in schools that are difficult to staff, or 
in subject areas with a high demand. 
 
Sophomore Diana Voronin was a 
contestant on TBS's "America's Greatest 
Makers," and the last episode including 
Diana aired on May 10.  While she did not 
move forward in the competition, the CEO 
from Intel offered this bright inventor an 
internship because he was so impressed 
with her maturity, ingenuity, and 
intelligence. This opportunity also parlayed 
Diana into a meeting with President 
Barack Obama at the White House as part 
of the White House Science Fair.  
 

Congratulations 
to our HHS 
student artists 
for having their 
work at the 
S o m e r s e t 
County Teen 
Arts Festival 
selected for 
exhibition at the 
c o u n t y  a r t 
gallery spaces. 
Anne Caridi 
(10) ,  Jenny 
(Siyu) Chen (9), 
Phoebe Chen 
(9), and Tiffany 
Guo (11) will 
have their work 
shown at the 
C u l t u r a l  & 

Heritage Gallery at 20 Grove Street and 
the Student Gallery @40 North 
Bridge. The Cultural & Heritage Gallery will 
exhibit chosen works from June 27 
through August 5. The Student 
Gallery@40 North Bridge will exhibit 
chosen works from June 27 through 
September 16, 2016. Tiffany and Jenny 
also had their work selected to show at the 
State Teen Arts Festival this June.  
 
The Hillsborough Winterguard finished 
their season on April 16 at the Mid-Atlantic 
Indoor Network (MAIN) Championships in 
South Brunswick, NJ. Senior Shannon 
McNaul won a scholarship through the 
MAIN circuit based on her essay, 
academics, and passion for colorguard. 
 
The HHS Chemistry II team (AP Level) in 
the New Jersey Science League placed 
11th in the state out of 123 teams. Iris Liu, 
sophomore, placed third in the state out of 
about 300 students at the Chemistry II 
level. 
 

The HHS Women's and Mixed Chorales 
participated in New Jersey American 
Choral Directors Association's High School 
Choral Festival at Rutgers University on 
May 18. Each choir performed for highly 
acclaimed professors and professionals 
from around the state, including Dr. 
Thomas Juneau, the composer of a piece 
performed by the Women's Chorale. Under 
the direction of Ms. Julianna LoBiondo, 
both ensembles received Superior 
rankings, the highest possible award. 
Additionally, the Women's Chorale 
received perfect scores from two out of 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Hillsborough Elementary School—Ms. Susan Eckstein (continued) 

a book and a person to do their book report on. 
All of the books were to be finished on May 3. 
Then the prewrite had to be filled in. The 
information on the prewrite was copied onto a 
cereal box. Each box should not have had a lot 
of blank space. Pictures were added to the box. 
The final project was due on May 17. 
 
This is how each box was set up. The boxes 
were covered with colored paper to look more 
attractive. Photographs and hand drawn pictures 
were included. The inside of the boxes contained 
small objects that represented important times 
(inspirations) from the famous person’s life. 
 
Starting on the day the book reports were due, 
the students presented their reports to the class. 
They got to share some facts about the person, 
the person’s birthday, and the contents of the 
boxes and what they represent. During the 
presentations, the teachers filled in a rubric 
(outside of box, inside, presenting). 
 
Each student took out their reading notebooks 
and wrote down connections between two 
famous people. For example, “I did Roald Dahl 
for my biography project. Someone in my class 
did Amelia Earhart. I wrote a connection in my 
notebook that Amelia Earhart and Roald Dahl 
both flew planes.” 
 
The 3rd Grade Book Report was all about 
reading, writing and presenting skills. Both 
teachers and students had fun reading, 
presenting, watching and listening to book 
reports.   
 
Regions Project 
By Steph Moore 
Fourth graders have begun working on their 
Regions Project. They started off with Phase 1, 
rotating through all the 4th grade classrooms to 
gain some background knowledge about each 
region. Then, in Phase 2, they were split up into 
regional groups, working with students from all 
the 4th grades to determine the prime location in 
their assigned region to put an amusement park. 
They have to research the geography, climate, 
culture, resources, and economy of their chosen 
location to make sure that it would be a profitable 
place to put an amusement park. Lastly, they will 
come up with a theme for their park, along with 
the attractions that go along with that theme, and 
make a presentation to a panel of judges. The 
judges will decide which groups in each assigned 
region had the best argument! The kids are 
having a blast and are enjoying the 
independence they are given for this project, as 
teachers are only the facilitators!  

4th Grade Journey to ARIS 
By Isabella Volpe  
On May 19, the 4th grade students from HES 
boarded a bus that took them to ARIS. 
Today was the day they would get a sneak 
peek at their new school: Auten Road!  As 
they entered the building, they were invited 
to sit down in the hallway as one of the eight 
gym teachers explained to the newcomers a 
little bit about Auten Road. Student Council 
members gave the students a tour of the 
school. As the students were walking 
through the hallways, they noticed how vast 
the school was compared to their current 
school. 
 
Some of the groups were able to go into 
classrooms and meet teachers. This gave 
the students a better idea of what their new 
school will be like. Some of the REACH 
students got to meet Mrs. Sellar the ARIS 
REACH teacher. The 4th grade students 
also got to see how huge the gyms were and 
that there were two of them. They discovered 
there is a huge rock wall that goes up to the 
ceiling and you have to wear a harness. As 
the students were touring, they saw 
elevators that you get to use if injured, and 
stairs that lead to the second floor as well. 
 
One of the tour guides showed her group her 
locker. She explained you have to stay after 
school to decorate your locker. They then 
went back downstairs to the band room and 
were able to see saxophone players 
practicing. During the brief time they went 
outside, the HES students saw two GaGa 
pits and a really cool playground that they 
are ecstatic about. Later they went into the 
library/media room. That is where they met 
Mr. Carey who will be their principal next 
year. He showed them a slide show about 
what they will do as 5th graders as far as 
switching periods and languages. When Mr. 
Carey showed them a video of all the 
learning and fun they will experience, the 
students began to feel even more 
comfortable and enthusiastic. Many students 
were excited about the carnival where they 
will get to play games and dunk teachers in 
water. Students are looking forward to 
beginning this new milestone in their lives, 
and having a variety of opportunities to 
discover new talents. THEY CAN’T WAIT 
UNTIL SEPTEMBER! 
 
 
 

Multicultural Week at Hillsborough 
Elementary School 
By Cassandra Shannon 

E v e r y  y e a r , 
H i l l s b o r o u g h 
schools celebrate 
M u l t i c u l t u r a l 
Week. This year it 
was celebrated 
May 31-June 3. 
T h i s  y e a r , 
H i l l s b o r o u g h 

Elementary School had a multicultural 
assembly to coincide with the Chinese New 
Year. HES also has a number of activities 
planned for multicultural week with a 
Summer Olympics in Rio theme. ESL 
teachers, Mrs. Borto and Mrs. Shannon, 
teamed up with Chinese teacher, Ms. Zeng, 
to bring the school a multicultural assembly. 
Many students from various ethnic 
backgrounds performed songs, dances, 
and shared other performances from their 
culture. There was also a dragon parade to 
recognize the Chinese New Year. These 
performances gave many of our students a 
chance to share a piece of their culture, and 
to really shine. 
 
During Multicultural Week, Mrs. Shannon 
and Ms. Zeng also selected a few students 
to help with the announcements. During the 
announcements, a different student each 
day shared information about the Olympics, 
their country of origin, and even a phrase or 
two in their language. There was also a 
school-wide contest led by Mrs. Borto. 
Students in grades K-2 participated in 
making a poster with the Olympics logo. 
Students in grades 3-4 participated in a 
writing contest about their favorite 
Olympian, or Olympic sport.   
 
Last but not least, to celebrate Fourth 
Grade Day, our 4th graders went to 
Hillsborough Racquet Club to participate in 
a lot of fun activities to cap off their years at 
HES before moving on to the intermediate 
school. They rotated through a bunch of 
different sports and game activities, and the 
day ended with a glow-stick dance party. As 
they head off to Auten Road Intermediate 
School, we wish them the best and hope 
that this day is just one of the great 
memories that they will have of being an 
HES Star! 
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Auten Road Intermediate School—Mr. Christopher Carey, Principal (continued) 

by our talented staff including rope-making, 
butter churning, crafting of silhouettes, 
singing and dancing, cross-stitching, and 
constructing whirligigs. Students continued 
their celebration throughout lunchtime! In 
addition to their traditional selections, 
Sodexo foods provided students with a 
Colonial option of barbequed chicken, corn 
bread, and a fresh fruit. The day concluded 
with a grade level slideshow presentation 
highlighting events from the day followed 
by time for students to reflect upon and 
share their favorite activities. The day 
earned a resounding “Huzzah!” from all! 
 
Auten Road Students Represent 
Hillsborough at National History Day 
Competitions 
For the second year in a row,  Mrs. Patrick 
and Mrs. Sellar (teachers at Auten Road) 
were advisors for a successful National 

History Day for 35  students in grades 6 
- 8. National History Day, is a year-long 
educational program designed for 
students in grades 6 through 12. 
Throughout the school year, these 
ARIS and HMS students researched 
primary and secondary resources to 
become experts on a topic related to 
this year’s theme, Exploration, 
Encounter, and Exchange.  The 
students could choose to focus on 
local, state, national, and world history 
topics. The National History Day 
Competition is both academically and 
creatively challenging and helps 
students gain  many skills which can be 
employed across subject areas and 
disciplines. In March, these students 
participated in the National History Day 
Regional Competition at Princeton 
University where they presented and 

were interviewed by experts in the 
field on the exhibit, website, or 
documentary that the students had 
created during their year-long 
research. Our student topics ranged 
from Mt. Everest to Ada Lovelace to 
Seabrook Farms to the Hela Cells to 
the Harlem Renaissance. Many of the 
students qualified for the state 
competition in May, which was held at 
William Paterson University. At the 
state competition, the top two finishers 
in each category in each division 
qualified to compete in the national 
competition being held June 12—16 at 
the University of Maryland at College 
Park. One student, Shivant Krishnan, 
qualified to represent the state of New 
Jersey and Hillsborough Public 
Schools at the national competition. 

 

Life Skills — Mrs. Minda Maggio 

Triangle:   
Tara McCarthy 
Woodfern:   
Dora Szep and Michelle Drab 
Woods Road:   
Allison Skobo 
Auten Road: 
Eileen Esposito, Kelly Mantegna and 
Jennifer McNichol 
 

RED RIBBON WEEK 
Amsterdam:    
Rachelle Hanna 
Hillsborough Elementary:   
Michelle Daly 
Sunnymead:   
Danielle Scott 
Triangle:   
Tamar Yarkoni 
Woodfern:   
Cara Carley 
 

Woods Road:   
Jessica Snowdon 
Auten Road: 
Linda Cummings  
 
The power of volunteering has been 
documented for many decades and 
recent research is shedding even 
more light onto its surprising 
benefits. Science now proves what 
great leaders have known for some 
time: “He or she who serves almost 
always benefits more than he or she 
who is served.” 

 

Thank you! 
 

I want to THANK all the parents who 
have taken time this school year to 
volunteer for the Life Skills program and 
Red Ribbon Week. We are so fortunate 
in Hillsborough for the volunteerism that 
takes place.  There are over 260 parent 
volunteers who help make both of these 
programs successful and touch the lives 
of our children with important life 
lessons. We are a better community and 
school distr ict because of our 
volunteers! A BIG THANK YOU to the 
following people: 
 

LIFE SKILLS 
Amsterdam:   
Jen Wilke and Craig Jeremiah 
Hillsborough Elementary:   
Tara Romano and Michele Amato 
Sunnymead:   
Kristen Albert 
 

http://www.hillsborough.k12.nj.us/Page/67
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools
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Looking Ahead on the District Calendar 
June 13—Board of Education Meeting 
June 15—Half Day for Students 
June 16— Last Day of School (Half Day for Students), Graduation 
June 27—Board of Education Meeting 
July 25—Board of Education Meeting 
August 22—Board of Education Meeting 
September 6—First Day of School for Students 
September 12—Board of Education Meeting 
September 23—In-Service Day (No School for Students) 
September 26—Board of Education Meeting 

 

Please visit the district’s website, www.htps.us for additional events and details.  

Hillsborough High School—Ms. Karen Bingert, Principal (continued) 

for the reception following the 
ceremony. Tri-M performed “The Star 
Spangled Banner”, presidents of both 
Honor Societies made speeches recalling 
all of the successes of each group 
throughout this past year, all members 
were formally introduced, and a warm 
reception was had by all. 
 
In Ms. Nicole Calafiore’s Basic Foods 
class, students practiced making cakes 
from scratch and piping icing onto cakes. 
The students were challenged to use the 
knowledge that they have learned 
throughout the semester to create a one-of
-a-kind cupcake for HHS' first annual 
Cupcake Wars. The students really took 
control and started coming up with 
different ideas to become the winning 
cupcake, pushing their skills to mix flavors 
and constructing some beautiful cupcakes, 
including a pineapple upside down 
cupcake, a "breakfast" cupcake with a 
maple cake garnished with bacon, a movie 
themed funfetti cupcake, and a pineapple 
cupcake with strawberry buttercream. The 
winners (Patrick DeMare (11), Alexandra 
Lasin (9), and Amanda Tacopino (9)) 
made a lemon cupcake with raspberry 
buttercream, garnished with a festive 
umbrella and Teddy Grams. The students 
really had fun competing with each other, 
and it brought out a new, creative side to 
the class.  
 

Graduation is not far away, and the Class 
of 2016 is preparing to leave the 
comforting corridors of HHS behind as 
they move on to sprawling campuses, the 
military, chosen professions, and other 
post-secondary pursuits. Graduation will 
be held at 3:00 PM on Thursday, June 
16, at the Sun National Bank Center at 
81 Hamilton Avenue, Trenton. Tickets are 
not required, and seating is general 
admission. Congratulations to the 
seniors, as well as to their parents and 
the educators who have shared the 
journey with them! Now, seniors, go 
make your mark on our world and show 
your Raider pride in all you do! 

three adjudicators and was regarded as the 
best performance of the day. 
 

On May 19, Mrs. Cathy Zavacki, high School 
chemistry teacher, was presented with the 
2016 Outstanding High School Chemistry 
Teacher award by the Princeton and Trenton 
sections of the American Chemical Society. 

 
The Tri-M Music 
Honor Society and 
National Art Honor 
Society inducted 
26 new members 
into their honor 
s o c i e t i e s  o n 
Thursday, May 
19. All of the 
members teamed 
up and continued 
their tradition of 
making amazingly 
decorated cakes 

http://www.hillsborough.k12.nj.us/Page/67
https://twitter.com/#!/HillsboroughBOE
http://www.facebook.com/hillsboroughtownshippublicschools
http://www.youtube.com/user/hillsboroughschools

